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From: Aoife Phelan <aoifehalligan@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday 28 July 2026 11:13
To: Appeals2
Subject: SU19.323676
Attachments: Further Observations by Lemanaghan Bog Heritage and Conservation Group.pdf

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when clicking
links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Observer Details

Name: Aoife Phelan (on behalf of Lemanaghan Bog Heritage & Conservation Group CLG)

Address: Lemanaghan, Ballycumber, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, R35WS9P3

Tel.: 0863320269

Case Ref: SU19.323676

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached a PDF document containing the Observer Details for Aoife Phelan, submitted on
behalf of the Lemanaghan Bog Heritage & Conservation Group CLG, in relation to the Substitute Consent
application (Case Ref: SU19.323676) by Bord na Mona Energy Limited for Lemanaghan Bog, Co. Offaly.

Please acknowledge receipt of this submission and keep me informed of any further stages in the
process. My contact email is acifehalligan@gmail.com

Regards,
ﬂmfopmtm

Lemanaghan Bog Heritage & Conservation Group CLG



Observer Details

Name: Aoife Phelan (on behalf of Lemanaghan Bog Heritage & Conservation Group
CLG)

Address: Lemanaghan, Ballycumber, Tullamore, Co. Offaly,
Eircode: R35W9P3

Tel.: 0863320269

Email: acifehalligan@gmail.com

Case Ref: SU19.323676

Dear Sir/Madam,

I, Aoife Phelan, of the above address, wish to make this submission/observation on the
above Substitute Consent application. | am making this submission on behalf of
Lemanaghan Bog Heritage & Conservation Group (authorised representative).

Please acknowledge receipt of this submission and keep me informed of any further
stages in the process. My contact email is acifehalligan@gmail.com

Regards,
/}m‘&wpmtm»

Lemanaghan Bog Heritage & Conservation Group CLG



Further Observations
Substitute Consent Application SU19.323676

In Response to the HSE Submission

1. Introduction

Lemanaghan Bog Heritage and Conservation Group welcomes the observations
submitted by National Environmental Health Service (NEHS) of the Health Service
Executive (HSE) and appreciates the careful and balanced approach adopted by the
HSE in its assessment of this application.

This submission is made solely in response to the HSE observations. It does not seek to
introduce unrelated planning issues or new objections to the application. Rather, it
responds directly to matters identified by the HSE and draws the Commission's
attention to subsequent events which are relevant to those matters and which occurred
after the HSE completed its assessment.

Should the Commission consider it necessary to verify the matters referred to above,
the Group notes that relevant records may be available from the National Parks and
Wildlife Service, Offaly County Council Fire and Rescue Service and Bord na Ména.

2. Response to the HSE's Reliance on the Applicant's Environmental
Information

The HSE notes that its observations are based upon the environmental information
contained within the applicant's Remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report
(rEIAR) and associated documentation and that it has not independently verified that
information.

The Group fully accepts the basis upon which the HSE prepared its observations.

However, because the HSE's assessment necessarily relied upon the information
available at that time, it could not have considered environmental events that occurred
subsequently.

The matters referred to in this submission are therefore not advanced as new planning
issues but as observations made in response to the HSE's submission concerning
matters identified by the HSE.



3. Response to the HSE's Recognition of the Importance of Local
Residents' Lived Experience

The Group particularly welcomes the HSE's acknowledgement that the lived experience
of local residents forms an important source of information and that the absence of
formal complaint records should not be interpreted as evidence that environmental
impacts did not occur.

The HSE also recognises that third-party submissions may identify matters that differ
from those contained within the applicant's documentation and that such submissions
should be afforded due consideration by An Coimisiun Pleanala.

The observations set out below are provided in precisely that context.

Since the HSE completed its assessment, members of the local community have
continued to observe environmental events at Lemanaghan Bog. These observations
are submitted because they are examples of the type of local evidence which the HSE
itself recognised may assist the Commission's assessment.

4. Response to the HSE's Public Health and Environmental
Considerations

The HSE considered the potential public health implications associated with the
application based upon the information available when its observations were prepared.

Following the HSE's observations, local residents reported a number of environmental
events which are relevant to those public health and environmental considerations.

(a) Freshwater Mussels Following Apparent Drainage

During the summer of 2026 members of the Group reported observing large numbers of
freshwater mussels exposed on drying peat following an apparent lowering of water
levels within Lemanaghan Bog.

The matter was immediately reported to the National Parks and Wildlife Service
together with supporting photographs.



Hello Aoife,

Thank you for yaur email below.

Please, we have been advised by our staff of the follow:

The myssels in the images would appear to be Swan Mussels Anodanta cygnea, The species’ is of conservation concern and is classed os Vulnerable (Byrne et al,
2009).

NPWS will pass this information on to BNM, the owners of Lemanaghan Bog to see if we can understand the reasons why the mussefs have become exposed.
Kind regards,

Cesar Rojas.

NPWS Corporate Affa

An Rainn Tithiochta, Rialtals Antiuil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housng. Local Government and Hirlage

An tSeirbhis Pa i agus
Natenal Parks and Wedsfe Servics

90 Sraid an Ri Thuaidh, Margadh ns Fas Baile Atha Cliath 7. 807 N7V
90 King Street Nort, Smithfiedd Dublin ¥ DG7 M/CV

Image: Correspondence received from NPWS identifying them as Swan Mussles,
species of conservation concern.

Halio Aarde,

Please see below in Italics which was the advice we receved from BnM regarding your query

BnM hove carried out en mital survey of Lemanaghan Bog and have idenbfied the locotion where the freshwoter mussels on the cutawey bug are present.

The mostly likely explanobon 1s thot these mussels {mostly kkely Duck Mussels) cofonised the cutaway from connecting aquanc habitats (streams and drains) around a pump
site when the pump waos not operotiona! and woter levels were fugher on the cataway.

The pump was recently turned on again as part of our peatiand {fand without of the presence of the mussels} ond lowered water lzvels
exposing these mussels

The mojority of the mussels were dead and there has been some savaging/foraging by birds.

The presence of freshwater mussels in open water on cutaway bog fike in this situoten hos not been recorded before.

Freshwater Mussel shells can be frequently found oround the cutnway m general but are generally associoted with sit ponds, outfoll draws ond stream channels. Otters and
Mink likely feed on the Mussels and leave shells on banks

Our nitial survey indicates that not oll of the potenticl open woter has been drained in this orea of cutoway bog

We will review our pumping regime and look to develop o balariced pusnping progromeme that will support our maintenance progromme and will also jeave same of this
cutoway partially flooded to support ony remimng Mussel popwlation.

Note that water levels are expected to continue to noturally de * ot this ftme of the yenar due to seosonal water toble fluctuations.

thope this information is useful

Kind regards,

Cesar Rojas.

NPWS Corporate Affars

An Roinn Tithiochta, Riaitais Aitiuil agus Oidhreachta
Departr ol Housing Local Government and Herdage

An & anta agus
Natanal Fasks and Widife Service

Image: Correspondence received from NPWS confirming Bord na Mona pumped the
peatland.



The Group respectfully refers to this event because it relates directly to the
environmental matters addressed by the HSE in its observations.

The Group does not ask the Commission to draw conclusions from this observation
alone. Rather, the Group notes that this subsequent event was reported to the relevant
statutory authorities and is referred to solely because it relates to the environmental
matters addressed by the HSE.

Images below of Fresh water mussels exposed in Lemanaghan Bog following pumping
by Bord na Mona.





















(b) Peat Fires Observed During June and Jjuly 2026

Following completion of the HSE assessment, local residents observed active peat fires
within Lemanaghan Bog on 17 June 2026 and again during July 2026.

Residents also witnessed Offaly County Council Fire and Rescue Service attending
these incidents.

Image: Peat fire observed during July 2026 in the Kilnagarna/Tumbeagh area.



Image: Smoke associated with the July 2026 fire.

These observations are relevant to the HSE submission because peat fires are capable
of generating smoke and airborne particulate matter which may affect local air quality

and therefore fall within the broader public health considerations addressed by the
HSE.

The Group does not suggest that these observations alter the HSE's conclusions.
Rather, they provide additional information concerning events that occurred after the
HSE completed its assessment and which are referred to only because they relate to
the public health considerations identified in the HSE's observations.



5. Response to the HSE's Recognition of Third-Party Observations

The HSE expressly acknowledges that third-party observations may identify matters not
addressed within the applicant's documentation and that such submissions should
receive due consideration.

The Group respectfully submits that the observations outlined above fall within that
category.

They are based upon direct observations by local residents, were reported to the
appropriate statutory authorities where appropriate, and are supported by documentary
correspondence and photographs.

Accordingly, the Group respectfully requests that these observations be considered as
supplementary context to the HSE submission rather than as separate planning
objections.

6. Request to the Commission

Having regard to the matters identified above, the Group notes that, should the
Commission consider verification of these matters appropriate, relevant records may
be available from the National Parks and Wildlife Service, Offaly County Council Fire
and Rescue Service and Bord na Ména.

7. Conclusion

The Group respectfully submits that this response remains squarely within the scope of
the HSE observations.

It does not seek to introduce unrelated planning matters or advance new objections to
the application. Instead, it responds directly to issues identified by the HSE itself,
namely:

+ the HSE's reliance upon the environmental information available at the time of
its assessment;

e the importance of local residents' lived experience;
s therelevance of public health considerations; and
o thevalue of third-party observations.

The subsequent events described in this submission are referred to solely because they
relate to matters identified by the HSE in its observations and are not advanced as
separate planning objections. The Group respectfully submits that they nevertheless



provide relevant context to the matters addressed by the HSE as part of the
Commission's assessment of this application.

The Group respectfully submits that these observations are confined to matters arising
from the prescribed body's submission and are made in accordance with the
Commission's invitation of 10 July 2026 and are not intended to introduce new
objections to the substitute consent application.



In Response to the Submission of Transport
Infrastructure Ireland (TH)

1. Introduction

Lemanaghan Bog Heritage and Conservation Group welcomes the observations
submitted by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (Tll) in respect of this application.

The Group notes that TlI's submission is primarily concerned with the protection of the
N62 national road and associated transport infrastructure, including access
arrangements, drainage, existing infrastructure and the avoidance of damage to
national road assets. The Group raises no issue beyond the drainage matters identified
in the Tl submission.

The Group has no objection to the recommendations made by Tll and agrees that
appropriate protection of national road infrastructure is an important consideration in
determining this application.

2. Drainage

The Group notes in particular TlI's recommendation that drainage from the development
should not interface with national road drainage infrastructure or increase the risk of
flooding affecting the national road network.

The Group welcomes the importance attached by Tli to drainage management.

Since Tll prepared its observations, local residents have reported observations
concerning changing water levels within Lemanaghan Bog, including the exposure of
freshwater mussels, which were reported to the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

The Group refers to these matters only because they are directly relevant to the
drainage issues identified by TII. They are not advanced as separate planning objections
but as observations relating to the drainage matters identified by Tl which were not
available when Tll prepared its submission.

The Group respectfully notes that these matters are capable of informing the
Commission's consideration of the drainage issues identified by TII.

3. Existing Access and National Road Infrastructure

The Group also supports Tll's recommendations that:

» the existing access arrangements onto the N62 should not be intensified beyond
permitted levels;

« national road drainage infrastructure should remain protected;



« anydamage to national road infrastructure should be fully remediated; and

» any works affecting Tll infrastructure should comply with the relevant Tl
standards.

The Group has no further observations in relation to these recommendations.

4. Conclusion

The Group respectfully submits that the matters outlined above are directly relevant to
the drainage considerations identified by TIl and should be considered by the
Commission alongside the Tll submission.

The Group otherwise welcomes TlI's observations and supports the protection of
national road infrastructure and associated assets as recommended.

The Group respectfully submits that these observations are confined to matters arising
from the prescribed body's submission and are made in accordance with the
Commission's invitation of 10 July 2026 and are not intended to introduce new
objections to the substitute consent application.



In Response to the Submission of the Development
Applications Unit, Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage

1. Introduction

Lemanaghan Bog Heritage and Conservation Group welcomes the observations of the
Development Applications Unit (DAU) in relation to archaeological matters.

The Group notes that the Department reviewed the Archaeological Assessment
submitted with the application and concluded that no further archaeological
assessment was warranted.

These observations are made solely in response to the Department's submission.

2. Scope of the Department's Observations

The Group notes that the Department's observations were prepared following
consideration of the Archaeological Assessment accompanying the substitute consent
application and were necessarily based upon the archaeological information available
at that time.

The Group does not seek to challenge the Department's professional expertise or the
conclusions reached on the basis of the material before it.

3. Timing of the Department's Observations

The Department's observations were submitted on 25 February 2026.

The Group notes that archaeological investigations within the Lemanaghan landscape
continued after that date under the statutory archaeological licensing system.

The Group refers to this chronology solely because it provides the context in which the
Department's observations were prepared. The Department's assessment was
necessarily based upon the archaeological information available when its observations
were made.

The Group does not rely upon any subsequent archaeological investigations, reports or
findings as a basis for challenging the Department's conclusions, nor does it seek to
introduce additional archaeological evidence into these proceedings.



4. Response

The Group respectfully submits that the Department's observations should be read
within the context in which they were prepared.

The Group accepts that the Department's submission reflects its assessment of the
archaeological information before it at the relevant time. However, the Commission's
determination will be made on the basis of the material properly before it at the time of
its decision.

This submission does not invite the Commission to revisit the Department's
archaeological conclusions. Rather, it respectfully notes that the Department's
observations represent one stage in the overall consideration of archaeological matters
within the substitute consent process.

5. Conclusion

The Group welcomes the observations of the Development Applications Unit and has
no objection to the Department's archaeological recommendations.

The Group simply submits that the Department's observations should be understood in
the context of the information available when they were prepared and considered by the
Commission as part of the overall material properly before it when determining this
substitute consent application.

The Group respectfully submits that these observations are confined to matters arising
from the prescribed body's submission and are made in accordance with the
Commission's invitation of 10 July 2026 and are not intended to introduce new
objections to the substitute consent application.






